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I. GENERAL STORE 

The building that housed the shop was owned, among others, by Litra. Before the war, it 
served as one of Błażowa's many inns. After the war, Maria Bator worked there. The shop was 
a general store, not a GS [Gminna Spółdzielnia – Municipal Cooperative] store, and it 
belonged to the Voivodeship Internal Trade Company in Rzeszów. Residents particularly 
remember it for its footwear sales. The communist era was not kind to trade; when items were 
available, they sold like hotcakes. If someone managed to buy a pair of shoes that were 
unfortunately too big, they had to stuff them with cotton wool to prevent them from tapping. 

Wiesław, the son of Maria Bator, reminisces about the times when his mother worked as a 
saleswoman: 

My mother worked in Cieszyn, among other places, and returned to Błażowa to help her 
father, a World War I veteran, due to his illness. In 1973, she began working at the 
Voivodeship Internal Trade Enterprise in Rzeszów. The company's store, number 71, was 
located at 54 3 Maja Street in Błażowa. The company was divided into four departments, one 
of which was footwear, and my mother's store supplied this department. There was another 
store in Błażowa, situated opposite the post office. 

During that time, buying shoes was quite challenging compared to today. When people 
learned that a new delivery was coming, they would flock to the store. In their excitement, 
customers sometimes broke through the counter and, on one occasion, pushed the glass out of 
the door, severely injuring a potential buyer.  

The conditions in the store were tough. In winter, they had to heat it themselves using a stove 
known as a "koza" ("goat"). There were no cleaners, so all the maintenance had to be done by 
the staff. Such were the times. 

In 1990, after the political transformation, WPHW [Voivodeship Internal Trade Company] 
was dissolved, and Maria Bator began running the store independently. She shifted her focus 
from selling shoes exclusively to groceries, a change that lasted until 2003. 
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END OF TOWN. IN THE CENTRE, THE SOWA FAMILY. ON THE LEFT IS THE SHOP BUILDING. 
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MARIA BATOR WITH HER HUSBAND AND DAUGHTER. 
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